
Alphabetic Acrostic  
(each verse starts with a letter of the Hebrew alphabet--in order) 

Proverbs 31:10-3 - The Virtuous Woman 
 

Last 4 Alphabetic Acrostics in the Bible: 
Lamentations 1 - 22 verses  

Lamentations 2 - 22 verses 

Lamentations 3 - 66 verses (each letter 3 times) 

Lamentations 4 - 22 verses 

Lamentations 5 - 22 verses (not an acrostic) 

The Book of Lamentations (meaning "how?") is a collection of poetic laments 

(dirges) written to mourn the death of good King Josiah (1 Chron. 35:25) at 

the valley of Megiddo.  God had warned Josiah--through the mouth of 

Pharoah Necho (2 Chron. 35:22) NOT to be involved in the battle between 

Egypt & Assyria vs. Babylon. He disguised himself & went to war anyway. 
In the Hebrew Bible, Lamentations appears in the Ketuvim ("Writings") as one of the  

Five Megillot (Scrolls): the Song of Songs, Ruth, Ecclesiastes, and Esther.  

 

ALPHABETIC ACROSTICS  

in the 

The Hebrew Old Testament 
 

Each of the 22 le�ers of the  

Hebrew alphabet are in Psalm 119.  

Most Bibles have these le�ers listed before each 

 8 verses that begin with that le�er.   

Hebrew is wri�en right to le . 

‘Finals’ are le�ers that change their shape  

(& numerical value) when used at the END of a word.  

finals 

Alphabet written English-style (left to right) 
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Here is an example of an alphabetic acrostic in English that is patterned like Psalm 119 with 8 verses for each letter. 

ALPHABETIC ACROSTICS IN THE PSALMS 

There are 22 letters in the Hebrew alphabet (a.k.a. aleph-bet). 

Psalms 9 & 10 together form a loose alphabetic acrostic (38 verses--often with 

  2 verses beginning with each letter--in alphabetic order). 

Psalm 25 is an alphabetic acrostic (22 verses, after verse 5, the ‘vav’ is missing,   

         after verse 17, the ‘qoph’ is missing-scholars debate the meaning of that). 

Psalm 34 is an alphabetic acrostic (22 verses). 

Psalm 37 is an alphabetic acrostic (40 verses, 2 verses between most letters). 

Psalm 111 is an alphabetic acrostic (10 verses) 

Psalm 112 is an alphabetic acrostic (10 verses) 

Psalm 119 is an alphabetic acrostic (176 verses, 8 verses for each letter). 

Psalm 145 is an alphabetic acrostic (21 verses--after verse 13-‘nun’ is missing).  


